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. All nominating petitions that are issued and filed are public records and open to public

inspection.

All petitions must be obtained from the Macon County Election Commission office. Each
petition has to have the candidate’s name and office sought completed at the time the petition is
issued. The candidate must complete the candidate’s section to include their correct residential
address and the candidate’s signature on each page. Candidates must also decide how they want
their name to appear on the ballot. Titles cannot be used. However, nicknames are permitted.
Judicial candidates must provide their Supreme Court Registration Number.

No photocopies of any petition will be accepted.

A qualifying petition is required to have twenty-five (25) nominating signatures, not to include
the candidate’s signature. These signatures must be of registered voters who are eligible to vote
for the candidate (Example: If you are running for County Commission in District 1, your
signatures must be people who are currently residing and registered to vote in District 1, not
any other district). We recommend that you obtain at least fifty (50) signatures because some
people may not be registered voters, may have become ineligible to vote, or may not have
changed their address with the Election Office.

A voter signing your petition should sign their name as it is signed on their voter registration
record. (Example: If their name is listed as Eula Mae Gregory on their voter registration record,
they should not sign it Bessie Gregory or Mrs. Joe Gregory, even though that may be what they
are called). Many signatures are very difficult to read; please be sure the voter prints their name
below their signature.

Each voter must sign their own name. Do not allow one voter to sign for another. This includes
well-meaning spouses.

Voters shall list their residence address. Post Office Box numbers, business addresses, or lack
of an address will disqualify the signature.

Each petition issued will be treated as a public record. Petition information will be released to
the public and press.

Candidates have until NOON on the qualifying deadline to turn in their petition. We encourage
all candidates to return their nominating petition before the last day of qualifying to avoid a
deadline problem. Nominating petitions will be checked in the order in which they are received.

Unprocessed voter registration applications will not count as valid signatures.

Candidates will be notified in writing verifying if the petition does or does not have the
required number of valid signatures.

Candidates that wish to withdraw their nominating petition have until NOON on the
withdrawal deadline. A written request with the candidate’s original signature must be filed
with the Macon County Election Commission.

There are no “filing fees” as part of the nominating process in the State of Tennessee.

Individuals that have a felony conviction must have their rights restored by a Court before they
can qualify, seek, or hold any office in the State of Tennessee.






